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SUBJECT : SEIZURE OF US MERCHANT VESSEL BY CAMBODIAN FORCES 

1. THIS IS TO INFORM YOU OF THE LATEST DECISIONS TAKEN 
BY THE PRESIDENT WITH REGARD TO THE SEIZURE OF THE UNITED 
STATES MERCHANT SHIP IN THE GULF OF SIAM BY CAMBODIAN 
FORCES. YOU SHOULD INFORM LOCAL OFFICIALS AT THE HIGHEST 
APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH WE 
HAVE TAKEN CERTAIN NECESSARY ACTIONS AS FOLLOWS: 

THE U.S. MERCHANT SHIP MAYAGUEZ WAS FIRED UPON AND BOARDED 
BY CAMBODIAN MILITARY PERSONNEL ON MAY 12 WHILE IT WAS 
PASSING THROUGH INTERNATIONAL WATERS IN THE GULF OF SIAM. 
THE INNOCENT PASSAGE OF THIS MERCHANT VESSEL WAS 
INTERRUPTED BY THIS ILLEGAL ACT. 
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THE USG HAS TRIED THROUGH VARIOUS DIPLOMATIC MEANS TO SE- 
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CURE THE RELEASE OF THE SHIP AND ITS CREW. SUCH EFFORTS, 

INCLUDING A DIRECT APPEAL TO THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT, 

HAD BEEN TO NO AVAIL. 

IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES THE USG ON MAY 14 (WASHINGTON TIME) 

TOOK APPROPRIATE MILITARY ACTION TO SECURE THE RELEASE 
OF THE SHIP AND ITS CREW AND TO ASSURE THE SUCCESS OF THE 

OPERATION. THIS ACTION IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 51 
OF THE U.N. CHARTER. THE OPERATION HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY 
COMPLETED, THE SHIP HAS BEEN RECOVERED, AND THE CREW 
RELEASED. KISSINGER 
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